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We don`t find this moment important and some people even don`t know when it comes. Well, 21st June 2017 at 12:51 – summer solstice
 will come. On this day we enjoy the longest day and the shortest night of the year. And if you think there`s no reason to be excited about  Midsummer`s Eve,
 you think it wrong. 

Midsummer is a wonderful celebration that has been observed
 for centuries, in one form or another. It`s all about light and fire, good and evil
 – it`s absolutely MAGIC.

William Shakespeare, an English playwright, believed that Midsummer is linked with witchcraft
. Also, he expressed his belief in at least 3 of his plays: A Midsummer Night`s Dream, Macbeth and The Tempest.

So, let`s follow the wisdom of our ancestors
 and learn more about solstice folklore.
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                                                WATER and FIRE
Although these two elements are in contrast, they both become very powerful on Midsummer`s Eve.
In rural areas of England, villagers built a big bonfire
 on Midsummer`s Eve. It was called “setting the watch.” Why was that important? Simply said, the fire could keep evil spirits out of the village. 
After their bonfire had burnt out and ash
 gone cold, people used it to make a protective amulet. They put the ash into a small pouch
 or prepared some soft clay 
and formed a talisman.

The English also made a stone circle and stayed up all night sitting there. Then, they could see the Fae.
 But it wasn`t safe. They could hurt them. So the English turned their jackets inside out to confuse them.
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In some parts of Ireland, people found a small stone and whispered their wish to the stone. They carried the stone in their hands and circled the bonfire. While doing that, they made their wish. After the third turn round, they threw
 the stone into the fire.
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Astrologically, the sun enters Cancer
, which is a water sign. It means, it`s a good time to practice magic involving streams and wells.
 Our great-grandmothers and grandmothers looked into them and hoped to see the face of their husband-to-be.
 If this failed, they probably made a wreath
 using 9 different meadow flowers
. Then, they threw the wreath into a river, a lake or a well. The man who found it could marry them.
I remember my grandma saying that if I want to visit any stream or well, I must do it with the sunrise, I must approach
 the water from the east (with the rising sun) and circle the well 3 times – of course I must express my wish clearly and then I must pay the well (to throw a coin into the well or stream was enough).
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In some early European pagan
 cultures sunwheels played an important role on this day. By wheel, we mean a really big ball of straw
. The sunwheel was lit on fire and rolled down a hill into a river. The burned straw was taken to the local temple and put on display
. [image: image1]
We may laugh at these predictions and rituals- yes, we are forward thinking people 
and the 21st century forces us to believe in what we can see. Just don’t forget the whole world and life were made from star dust, so there is a bit of magic in everything and everyone.
Light your bonfire, lie down on the grass and watch the night skies!
Inspired by Patti Wigington: Litha Legends and Lore (published on November 24, 2016)

� Slnovrat: počas roka slnko dosiahne na oblohe svoje maximá dvakrát, preto máme letný a zimný slnovrat.


� Večer letného slnovratu. V kresťanskej kultúre sa táto noc prelína s nocou svätojánskou, ktorá nástáva pár dní po slnovrate.


� Pozorovaný, sledovaný


� Dobro a zlo


� Bosoráctvo 


� William Shakespeare-diela: Sen noci svätojánskej, Macbeth,  Búrka


� Predkovia 


� Vatra 


� Popol


� Vrecko


� Hlina, blato (takej konzistencie, že sa z nej dajú modelovať rôzne predmety)


� The Fae (= a fairy) – ide o mytickú bytosť , zobrazuje sa ako duch alebo lesná víla, niektoré kultúry veria, že ide o duchov mŕtvých predkov.


� Throw-threw-thrown: zahodiť, hodiť


� V astrológii ide o znamenie raka.


� Pramene a studne


� Budúci manžel


� Veniec 


� Lúčne kvety


� Pristúpiť, priblížiť sa


� Pohanský


� Slama


� Vystavený na obdiv 


� Moderne zmýšľajúci ľudia





