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        March is the right time to enjoy a St. Patrick`s story
March 17 is a joyful day in Ireland. The Irish go green, and not only in Ireland. There are big Irish communities all around the world and therefore we can`t be surprised to see green parades in the streets of New York, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia and many other cities.
Although there are opinions that the modern celebration of St. Patrick's Day really has almost nothing to do with the real man, the Irish don`t let the others spoil
 their “national day.“

The real St. Patrick wasn`t  even Irish. He was born in Britain, in A.D. 390. He came from an aristocratic Christinan family, with a townhouse and plenty of slaves.  Patrick, as a young boy, showed no special interest in Christianity. 
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At the age of 16, Patrick`s world turned. He was kidnapped and sent to Ireland to tend sheep 
 as a slave. He stayed there for 7 years. Those years must have been terrible for him, but during that time he found his faith
 in God. According to folklore, Patrick could hear a voice telling him to escape. So he tried and succeeded in reuniting
 with his family. However, a bit later the same  voice told him to return back and to bring the Irish to Christianity.     
There is a legend saying that St. Patrick banished
 snakes from Ireland. It`s true that no snakes exist on the island today. But they never did. It`s the matter of nature. Ireland is surrounded by icy waters- too cold to allow snakes to migrate from Britain. We must see the story from a different perspective. The snake also appears in the Bible. It gave Eve an apple-and the man was banished from the paradise.  It`s a symbol of the Evil
. When Patrick “drove snakes out of Ireland,“ he drove the old, evil and pagan
 ways out of the country.
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Until the 1970s, St. Patrick`s day wasn`t a big holiday. There was a service in church to remember him, a family had a big meal, and that was all. But if you want to turn something into a big show, just “hire“ Americans ( It was Irish-Americans who invented St.Patrick`s day. Literally, they invented it.
� Prekaziť, zničiť (napr. zážitok, prekvapenie)


� Kresťanstvo


� Starať sa o ovce


� Viera


�Reunite- znovu sa stretnúť


� Banish – vyhnať, vykázať


� zlo


� pohanské
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